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Gist o Mrs., Roosevoli!s speeccn on
UNIVERSAL DECIARATION OFf HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOM

My 27, 1953
Convocation 10 z.m,

I am told that there will be a question-answer period & +the end of my
gpeech, and I think it is a very good idea because through such give-and~take
of opinion my ideas will be better understood by the audience.

Spcaking of the Human Righ®. we think. of it as we see it in our country.
In Japan I understand that the fundamental Human Rights arc upheld in your
Constitution, The ideca of inalicnablc right of the peopic rises out of
Christian doctorine which teiaches thebd 21l Inmean beings arc ecmial. becausc thoy
arc made God~like in quality, This inalienavlo right belongs Yo all pecople:

I an glad to read in the Japanese Constitution the expression of desire to
uphold Human Rights, It is stated "the people shall not be prevented from the
enjoyment of all the fundamental Human Rights ......" (Article 11 of the
Jamnese Constitubtion)e These fundamental Human Righbs you have acquired must
be guarded and strengthened by your constant efforts.

QUESTTIONS AND ANSWERS

1le ~ Vhat authority does the United Nations have in
upholding the Universal Human Rights?

United Nations has no mthorlty over any once We have that agrcencnt of
L8 nations plus some more countrics which later joined the agrcement,

In future we hope there will be a covenant. Even so, Constitutions of
nany countries are being based on the desire for upholding Human Rights,
In the United States legal decisions have been made referring to the
Declaration of Universal Human Rights, So the gracdual recognition of
the importance of Human Rights is gaining the ground -bhroubhout tho

! world,

Le How can the 3rd World War be prevented?

I wish we knew, So long as USSR is arming itsclf, US fecls it rmust amm,
also, There is a denger in this. In the United States there is a strong
fecling that nilitary forces must be used only for defence purposes.

A just force Me never be effective by itself, It has to be shown in
the free covntries of the world how well democracy can worke

5S¢ What are the attitudes of the
UsSe people toward negrocs?

There are different attitudes preveiling in the country, In the first
placc nogroes were brought from Africa es slaves, which was bad in itself
fron the start, Howevor, the position of negro pcople hes gradually
changed for the better, Abraham Lincoln, through the Civil War, freed
these pcople so that negro people acquired civil rights., While to
legally have the right to vote is important, no legal law or no legal
corpulsion will change the hcarts of men. You can do so only by convice
tions which influcnce people., During the past 30-L0 years position of
negro people advancod. Therc is more cqual economic opportunity, -

though not corpletely as yot, Equal educational opportunitics have
becn fairly well establisheds Bubt the situation is not tho same in,all
the States. Especially in the States where negrocs were used as slaves
in the past, fear is basic to the attibudes of many people,

6¢ UN Trucc talle ~ Is it going to be satisfactory

without unification of North and South Korea?

The Truoe talk concerns an irmediate question. Unification of Korea and
future status arc more complicated problems, Our irmediate concern
is getting the shooting stopped, :



