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Gavin James Campbell

God and the Gorilla :

Religion and Science at Niijima’s Amberst

Gavin James Campbell

Niijima had never seen anyone quite like him. Crowded into Johnson Chapel
with his new classmates, Niijima watched the tall, reedy professor adjust his
golden spectacles, spread his text before him and pause. “Professor Seelye is the
most godly man I ever saw.” he gasped. Even students who always fidgeted and
whispered grew quiet.

Julius Hawley Seelye was not like other men. He was not an easy-going
companion who made allowances. He did not tipple and he did not hum the day’s
popular songs. “I never heard a frivolous word, or cheap and common sentiment
from his lips,” one student remembered?). Professor Seelye hated laziness and low
horizons. He rarely sat back in his chair. He would enter the classroom, bow to

the students and take his seat. There he slowly twirled a long pencil as he listened
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